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ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY - 7 
 
1. In the early part of the eleventh century, the 

predominant belief was that the earth ---- the 
centre of the universe. 

 
A) occurred 
B) predicted 
C) executed 
D) stemmed 
E) occupied 

 
 
 

2. The soldier was awarded three gold medals 
for his ---- in war, but he needn’t have been 
given a medal to prove that he wasn’t afraid 
of dying. 

 
A) bravery 
B) cowardliness 
C) awkwardness 
D) inaccessibility 
E) restlessness 

 
 
 
3. The most obvious shortcoming of ---- people 

is that they don’t know how to get necessary 
information from books. 

 
A) brilliant 
B) inaccurate 
C) ambitious 
D) ignorant 
E) adoptive 

 
 

4. Because everyone sat ---- silently, I could 
hear the sound of tiny bubbles in my glass of 
cola. 

 
A) firmly 
B) critically 
C) ordinarily 
D) wastefully 
E) absolutely 

 
 

5. Martha threw all the five hundred pages of 
text into the wind, which ---- them in every 
direction. 

 
A) scattered 
B) undertook 
C) substituted 
D) aborted 
E) resembled 

 
 

6. The most important ---- in teaching a foreign 
language are patience and sensitivity because 
not everyone learns in the same way. 

 
A) skills 
B) ambitions 
C) adventures 
D) disabilities 
E) experiments 

 
 
 
 
 

7. The lawyer’s ---- arguments succeeded in 
getting his client out of prison.  

 
A) trivial 
B) ambiguous 
C) persuasive 
D) troublesome 
E) contradictory 

 
 
 
 
 

8. Marvin agreed to walk ten blocks with me, but 
he did so only ----.  

 
A) primarily 
B) definitely 
C) reluctantly 
D) permanently 
E) unconsciously 
 
 
 

9. The archaeologists ---- a dazzling Greek 
temple at the excavation site near our 
summer house. 

 
A) belonged 
B) incubated 
C) adopted 
D) exposed 
E) erupted 

 
 
 
10. Cancer of the breast and colon account for a 

large ---- of the total cancer in Western 
populations. 

 
A) interval 
B) approach 
C) proportion 
D) substance 
E) requirement 
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11. There is no point in keeping this ---- secretary, 
who keeps making vital mistakes and causes 
losses to the company. Let’s get rid of her! 

 
A) talented 
B) coincidental 
C) incompetent 
D) indispensable 
E) crucial 

 
 
 

12. They didn’t want the employer to think that 
they were suspicious about him, so the 
inspectors checked out all his details as ---- 
as possible. 

 
A) evidently 
B) publicly 
C) formerly 
D) cautiously 
E) inattentively 

 
 
 

13. My definition of an unbalanced diet is one 
that ---- lots of chocolate and potato chips, 
and no cheese, fruits or vegetables. 

 
A) achieves 
B) includes 
C) attempts 
D) abolishes 
E) assassinates 

 
 
 

14. Environmental degradation has not only 
heavy economic costs but also very negative 
---- on human development. 
 
A) precautions 
B) suggestions 
C) requirements 
D) preferences 
E) consequences 

 
 
 

15. When the employee was accused of stealing 
money, his denial was so ---- that everybody 
believed him. 

 
A) fragile 
B) convincing 
C) distant 
D) permissive 
E) tireless 

 
 

16. If you want to be self-sufficient enough to live 
---- of others, you should find a job and move 
out of your mother’s house. 

 
A) fairly 
B) gratefully 
C) firmly 
D) absolutely 
E) independently 
 
 
 

17. I left my dirty socks in the toilet and all the 
guests must have seen them; I have never 
been so ---- in my entire life. 

 
A) established 
B) embraced 
C) rehearsed 
D) contributed 
E) embarrassed 

 
 
 
 
18. While some elephant populations are now 

stable, poaching and habitat ---- continue to 
threaten the species. 

 
A) intensity 
B) prosperity 
C) destruction 
D) adequacy 
E) abundance 

 
 
 

19. The food in the restaurant was not kept in 
hygienic conditions, so it was thought ---- for 
human consumption. 

 
A) improper 
B) inevitable 
C) irreligious 
D) unavoidable 
E) indispensable 

 
 
 
20. People used to watch the weather more ---- 

than they do today and were better at 
forecasting it. 

 
A) daringly 
B) secretly 
C) violently 
D) closely 
E) miserably 
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21. Drugs seem to offer an easy escape from 
pain, boredom, and the stress of daily living, 
which is why many people, especially 
youngsters, ---- them. 
 
A) turn to 
B) rule out 
C) keep up 
D) take after 
E) break down 

 
 
22. My aunt ---- with herself by jumping out of a 

third-floor window because she had been 
suffering from a rare condition for years. 

 
A) died out 
B) ruled out 
C) did away 
D) broke out 
E) focused on 

 
 
 
23. My fiancé ---- our engagement when he 

discovered that I had tuberculosis.  
 

A) put out 
B) handed in 
C) spoke up 
D) handed out 
E) broke off 

 
 
 
24. We can’t understand why such a good 

student as you is considering ---- college with 
only one semester left to finish.  

 
A) making up for 
B) dropping out of 
C) putting up with 
D) growing out of 
E) looking down on 

 
 
 
 
25. When you get the chance to ---- practice the 

lessons you have learned, you will 
understand the value of the time you have 
spent in this class. 

 
A) put into 
B) keep off 
C) rule out 
D) take away 
E) speak out 

 
 

26. It so appears that the more money you can     
---- now, the more you will be able to spend in 
summer. 

 
A) take off 
B) hand down 
C) put aside 
D) come across 
E) bring up 

 
 
 
27. Before I finish my work for the day, I always 

save all my material on a CD so that I won’t 
lose much even if my computer ----. 

 
A) sees off 
B) breaks down 
C) speaks up 
D) gives away 
E) takes down 

 
 
28. We ---- gas in the middle of the road, so we 

had to walk for miles to find some. 
 

A) ran out of 
B) made up for 
C) dropped out of 
D) went down with 
E) looked down on 

 
 
 
 
29. Elena has always ---- heavily ---- her brother, 

but since he moved to India last month, she 
has had to take care of herself. 

 
A) relied / on 
B) taken / off 
C) made / up 
D) pointed / out 
E) looked / down 

 
 
 
 
30. People used to ---- information in 

encyclopaedias or textbooks, but now they can 
find exactly what they’re looking for on the 
Internet. 

 
A) turn up 
B) put on 
C) look up 
D) die out 
E) date back 
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31. It is important that you deal ---- each passage 
or question individually ---- the test. 

 
A) on / in 
B) off / at 
C) with / on 
D) over / across 
E) beneath / into 

 
 
 
32. When the fire brigade got to the scene, the 

house was ---- fire and there were people 
inside screaming ---- someone to get them 
out. 

 
A) in / out 
B) into / at 
C) about / with 
D) on / for 
E) near / on 

 
 
 
33. It was very kind ---- you to get me something  

---- my birthday, but you needn't have bought 
me such an expensive present. 

 
A) from / on 
B) at / over 
C) of / for  
D) by / in 
E) off / at 

 
 
 
34. Nigeria is heavily dependent ---- the export ---- 

crude oil to finance industrial development. 
 

A) upon / under 
B) from / off 
C) with / along 
D) around / inside 
E) on / of 

 
 
 
35. He was too hungry to care ---- what he was 

eating, so he didn't object ---- eating broccoli. 
 

A) by / on 
B) of / at 
C) like / by 
D) about / to 
E) for / with 

 
 
 
 
 

36. Don't try to discourage me ---- taking this low-
paid job, as I can suffice ---- what I earn, 
unlike you. 

 
A) up / for  
B) to / without 
C) across / under 
D) down / about 
E) from / with 

 
37. ---- the fruits ---- the world, the banana is the 

most commonly eaten. 
 

A) Around / in  
B) Under / off 
C) Among / of 
D) Beyond / on 
E) Along / at 
 

38. A recent study ---- the ancient remains of 
animals has revealed that the diets of animals 
radically changed ---- 45,000 years ago. 

 
A) about / since 
B) into / about 
C) for / at 
D) with / on 
E) around / to 
 

39. Because Jason is actively involved ---- public 
service, he is often asked for his opinion ---- 
various matters affecting transportation. 

 
A) by / in  
B) with / to 
C) for / about 
D) in / on 
E) at / over 

 
40. Don't put the blame ---- the others, as it was 

you who made such a mess ---- this. 
 

A) for / like  
B) from / on 
C) at / without 
D) on / as 
E) with / in 

 
ANSWER KEY 

1 E 9 D 17 E 25 A 33 C 
2 A 10 C 18 C 26 C 34 E 
3 D 11 C 19 A 27 B 35 D 
4 E 12 D 20 D 28 A 36 E 
5 A 13 B 21 A 29 A 37 C 
6 A 14 E 22 C 30 C 38 B 
7 C 15 B 23 E 31 C 39 D 
8 C 16 E 24 B 32 D 40 D 
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